Why is Hog Island Audubon Center important?

The story we hear over and over is “life changing”, creating and fostering commitment to environmental conservation.
When we let people know the season was suspended for 2009 we opened a web survey with an open ended question – “Please tell us your thoughts about Hog Island’s future.”  Below are representative responses. 

The Hog Island experience as I knew it as a former staff member for several years is very much needed in all of us: an opportunity to connect with nature and to cultivate a right relationship to it in a beautiful, peaceful setting, surrounded by others with whom we share this exploration.  As the days unfold, we form community with our fellow participants.  The Hog Island experience is meaningful and beneficial to ourselves as individuals and to the common good of society. And, moreover, it has sparked innumerable positive actions towards the environment and helped to train and educate conservation leaders. (KB)

The Hog Island Audubon Center's camps are life-changing experiences. I can't think of any other place in the world that more resembles a haven for wildlife and wildlife-lovers alike… When I get home from Maine (I am a junior in high school in New Jersey) my friends can't get me to stop talking about Hog Island. (AA)

In 2007, when I was 17, I won a scholarship from the Clearwater Audubon Society to attend the Coastal Maine Bird Studies Camp on Hog Island. By the time that one week was over, my life had been changed completely.  Hog Island made a profound impact on me. I decided to major in Environmental Studies when I got to college. Hog Island means the world to me, and I know it does to other students and adults who have had the opportunity to experience it. (AB)

I attended Hog Island camp in 1993 on an educator's scholarship from the local Audubon chapter (Appalachian Audubon) and was deeply inspired by the experience. The days at camp not only teach about nature but create a deep connection that can influence career decisions, spark life interests, and nurture environmental advocacy.  (KM)

I hope Hog Island may be used for an educational camp for children and families from Maine and New England, especially folks who can't afford regular upscale residential camps. My daughter was fortunate to attend Youth Camp in 2007 and 2008 through the generosity of donors. It changed her life! She learned things about nature in Maine she never would have, and this gave her a real interest in the natural treasures of her home state. So many times Maine camps are for out of state, well-to-do children…he scholarships allowed her to have a quality camp experience right in Maine. (CB)

I have never been to Hog Island. However, I feel I have been there because for six years we, the Coastal Georgia Audubon Society, have sent a local teacher to the Workshop For Educators held on Hog Island. And for six years an inspired enthusiastic teacher armed with pictures, powerpoints and puffin tales has spoken at one of our meetings about the most wonderful experiences they have had as a teacher. My point is that no matter how wonderful or special you think Hog Island may be it is nothing compared to how amazing it is to a South Georgia school teacher who has traveled no further than one can get on a weekend road trip. Sending a teacher to one of these programs is important to us and we will continue to do it. Only now we are looking at other organizations such as the National Wildlife Federation or the University of Georgia. We would much rather support those within our own organization so please do your best to continue the good work on Hog island. (CD)
I am the education chairperson for the Black River Audubon Society.  Our chapter has provided camp scholarships to Hog Island or other Audubon camps since 1988. Scholarship recipients have returned from camp with an increased knowledge of conservation and a tremendous enthusiasm for passing on their knowledge and love of the environment. This has been a great asset for our community. Our chapter is deeply disappointed in the decision to suspend operation of the Hog Island program. (RL)
